City of Spencer
Public Hearing
September 25, 2025

Mayor Farmer opened the public hearing, second and final reading of ordinance 2025-4, Budget
Amendment #1 FY 2025-2026, Add Tourism Marketing Grant 2025-2026 Budget. Without any
questions or concerns the public hearing was closed.

Mayor Farmer opened the public hearing, second and final reading of ordinance 2025-5, Rezone
319 Feed store Rd from R-1 to C-2. Without any questions or concerns the public hearing was
closed.

Mayor Farmer opened the public hearing, second and final reading of ordinance 2025-6,
Removal of a portion of Clendenon Ave from city street list. The property is between 407 Church
St and 409 Church St. It was asked if the street would be split between the property owners, yes
it will be. Without any other comments or concerns the public hearing was closed.

City of Spencer
Regular Council Meeting
September 25, 2025

Mayor Farmer called the regular council meeting to order. Roll call was taken, with the
following alderman present: Darrell Nance, Drew Campbell, Jody Hensley and David Chandler.
Also in attendance were City Attorney Ed Boring, Police Chief Scott Garing, Officer Michael
Hickman, Codes Official Chad Moffitt, City Recorder Crystal Crain, Court Clerk Tabitha
Robinson, Zeda Hillis representing James C. Hailey, and several citizens. This was followed by a
prayer and the pledge. Mayor Farmer requested approval of the previous regular council
meeting minutes as written. Alderman Chandler made the motion to approve the minutes as
written, which was seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell. All were in favor and the minutes were
approved. Mayor Farmer opened the floor for citizen comments; however, there were none at
this time,

Old Business:

New Business:

ITEM #1: Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 2025-4, Budget Amendment #1 FY 2025-
2026, Add Tourism Marketing Grant to FY 2025-2026 Budget. The city was awarded this grant
in the amount of $6300 with a $1890 match for a total project of $8190 to be used for tourism
marketing. Alderman Chandler made the motion to approve and this was seconded by Alderman
Nance.

Roll call was as followed:

Alderman Hensley: Yes Alderman Nance: Yes Vice Mayor Campbell: Yes
Alderman Chandler: Yes

The motion passed.

ITEM #2: Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 2025-5, Rezone 319 Feed Store Rd from R-1
to C-2. The property owner is wanting to open a beauty shop at this address. This was approved
by the Planning Commission during the August 14, 2025 meeting. Vice Mayor Campbell made
the motion to approve and this was seconded by Alderman Nance.

Roll call was as followed:

Alderman Hensley: Yes Alderman Nance: Yes Vice Mayor Campbell: Yes
Alderman Chandler: Yes

The motion passed.



ITEM #3: Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 2025-6, Removal of a portion of Clendenon
Ave for City Street List. The property is located between 407 Church St and 409 Church St.
Certified letters were sent to the property owners addresses. This portion of Clendenon Ave. goes
from Hwy 30 to Binkley Ave has not been in used as a city street for around 100 years. This was
approved by the Planning Commission in August 14, 2025. Alderman Chandler made the
motion to approve. This was seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell.

Roll call was as followed:

Alderman Hensley: Yes Alderman Nance: Yes Vice Mayor Campbell: Yes
Alderman Chandler: Yes

The motion passed.

ITEM #4: First Reading of Ordinance 2025-7, Adoption of MTAS Retention Policy. City
Recorder Crain explained she attended a MTAS training class in Nashville. All items will go
before the board for approval before disposal. Alderman Hensley made the motion to approve
MTAS retention policy and this was seconded by Alderman Chadler. All were in favor and the
motion was approved.

ITEM #5: Mika Davis to address the board regarding Chamber Events. The Chamber is
partnering with the Prevention Coalition and Kelly Lewis to host a 5K at the city park on
November 22, 2025. The Chamber is seeking permission to close 1.5 miles IB Maynard, that may
also affect Turkey Scratch and Simmions St to thru traffic from 8-930 am. Participants will
leave the city park then go down IB Maynard. There will also be a gobble wobble at the City
Park for children and any adults who would rather participate on the trail instead of the road.
Some ideas were suggested for the Chamber to consider were asking the fire departments to help
or maybe closing one lane instead of the entire road. Alderman Chandler made the motion to
approve and this was seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell. All were in favor and the motion was
approved

ITEM #6: Special Exception for Tourism Travel for AL-MS-TN Rural Tourism Conference.
Mayor Farmer is asking for board approval to exceed the travel limit due to cost of the hotels in
the Athens, Alabama. The amount will be covered by the ARPA tourism grant. Vice Mayor
made the motion to approve and this was seconded by Alderman Nance.

Roll call was as followed:

Alderman Hensley: Yes Alderman Nance: Yes Vice Mayor Campbell: Yes
Alderman Chandler: Yes

The motion passed.

Item #7: Discussion of SRTS Final Inveice. Mrs. Hillis explained the construction is finished and
we are working on submitting the final invoices. We are still waiting on two reimbursements, but
reimbursements are taking longer than usual. James C. Hailey is recommending the city take
out a short-term Capital Outlay Note to pay off the SRTS sidewalk project then pay off Capital
Outlay when all reimbursements are received. Alderman Chandler asked if six months was
enough time and yes six months should be enough. Alderman Chandler made a motion to seek
funding in the form of a short-term Capital outlay Note not to exceed $451,000 to pay off the
sidewalk. Vice Mayor Campbell seconded the motion.

Roll call was as followed:

Alderman Hensley: Yes Alderman Nance: Yes Vice Mayor Campbell: Yes
Alderman Chandler: Yes

The motion passed.

ITEM # 8: Appointment of Alderman for Remaining Term September 2025- October 2026, We
have had four citizens to express interest in the position. Jill Bouldin, Tim Ross, and Lisa
Wilkinson were in attendance and Gage Farmer who was not able to attend due to prior
engagements. The applicants introduced themselves to the board. Alderman Chander made the



motion to consider applicants and schedule a special called meeting for the appointment. This
was seconded by Alderman Nance. All were in favor and the motion was approved.

ITEM #9: Mayor’s Report. Mayor Farmer updated the board that the city was approved for two
grants for the city park. A Department of Health grant in the amount of $80,000 with a match of
$20,000, for a total project of $100,000. This grant will be used to update playground equipment
at the city park. Tourism Enhancement grant for $26,433.75 with a $1391.25 match for a total
project $27,825 to be used at the city park. This grant will be used for lighting around the
walking track and build a rustic stage, Mayor Farmer and Amanda attended the tourism
conference Kingsport. They learned that tourism dollars are saving an average of $1547 per
household in tax savings in Van Buren County in 2024, There are only eight counties in
Tennessee with savings over $1000. Van Buren is ranked fourth in the state, the other three are
Sevier, Davidson, and Williamson.

Without any other business to discuss Vice Mayor Campbell made the motion to adjourn. This
was seconded by Alderman Chandler; all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned.
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